THE UNACCOMPANIED MINER // TRAVEL TOOLBOX

Third Space Finder

A field guide for finding a place that isn't the hotel room.

The hotel room works for sleeping. It is a bad place to spend a Tuesday afternoon. This guide helps you identify what
kind of third space fits the next few days — and gives you a repeatable process for finding it in any city.

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
1. Identify your situation using the decision table below.

2. Find your space type and read the what-to-look-for section.
3. Use the search tools listed to find your space before arrival or on night one.

4. Apply the proximity note. Not every space is worth the trip.

WHAT DO YOU NEED RIGHT NOW?

YOUR SITUATION YOU NEED SPACE TYPE

Need to work. Quiet. Connected. Power + wifi + silence Focused Work Space
Need to decompress. Not work. Stillness, low friction Quiet Refuge

Work fine with noise around me. Ambient + wifi + seat Productive Coffee Shop
Need air. Not interested in walls. Outdoor reset Outdoor Reset

Not sure yet. Needs vary by day. Flexibility Flexible Base

TOOLS FOR FINDING ANY SPACE

Workfrom workfrom.co
Crowdsourced work-friendly spots. Wifi speed + noise level ratings included.

Google Maps maps.google.com
Search: "public library," "botanical garden," or "food hall" near your hotel.

Yelp yelp.com
Filter cafes by "Good for Working." Search reviews for "laptop™ or "quiet."”

AllTrails alltrails.com
Walkable green space and parks. Useful when you need to move, not sit.

Hotel concierge .
Ask for a quiet cafe specifically. Different question than "good cafe."
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1. THE FOCUSED WORK SPACE
You need somewhere that functions like an office, not a vibe.

LOOK FOR
— Public library — main or business branch. Free, reliable wifi,

power at study tables.

— Business-class hotel lobby (a different property). Often
underused mid-morning.

— University library with public access.

— Coworking day pass — worth it for stays of three or more days.

HOW TO FIND IT
Google Maps: "public library" near your neighborhood.

Workfrom.co for noise + wifi ratings.

PROXIMITY
Worth a short rideshare. A good work space earns the ten-minute

trip.

2. THE QUIET REFUGE
You need somewhere to breathe that isn't the hotel room.

LOOK FOR
— Independent bookstore with seating.

— Museum or gallery lobby — public spaces often free, no
purchase required.
— Public library reading room — underused and genuinely quiet.

— Hotel bar at off-peak hours: 10am-noon or 3—-5pm.

HOW TO FIND IT
Google Maps: "independent bookstore" or "museum." Yelp: filter

by quiet in reviews.

PROXIMITY
Walking distance preferred. Low friction is the point.

3. THE PRODUCTIVE COFFEE SHOP
You work fine with noise. You need the right seat and a decent
cup.

LOOK FOR
— Independent shops over chains — more likely to tolerate

laptops.

— Shops with counter seating or communal tables.

— Avoid peak hours (7—9am, noon—1pm) if you need a
guaranteed seat.

HOW TO FIND IT
Workfrom.co (built for this). Yelp: Good for Working filter. Google

Maps reviews: search "laptop."

PROXIMITY
Worth a short rideshare to find the right one. A bad coffee shop

wastes more time than the commute.

4., THE OUTDOOR RESET
You need air and space, not a seat at a table.

LOOK FOR
— City parks with benches and shade — check photos before

committing.

— Waterfront, riverfront, or harbor walks.

— Botanical gardens — often free, quiet, underused by business
travelers.

— Hotel pool or outdoor terrace as a zero-effort fallback.

HOW TO FIND IT
Google Maps: "park" or "botanical garden." AllTrails for walkable

green space. Ask the concierge.

PROXIMITY
A ten-minute rideshare to a good park is worth it for a three-day

stay.

5. THE FLEXIBLE BASE
Your needs are mixed. You need one place that can be more
than one thing.

LOOK FOR
— Well-designed hotel lobby — work in the morning, decompress

in the afternoon.

— Food hall or market with seating.

— Large independent coffee shop: counter, communal, and
lounge seating.

— Main library branch in larger cities — multiple zones for
different uses.

HOW TO FIND IT
Google Maps: "food hall" or "market." Walk two blocks from the

hotel on arrival.

PROXIMITY
Closer is better. The value is using it more than once without

planning around it.

If you want a city-specific suggestion before a trip, reach out. | travel for work regularly and happy to share what I've found.

brucejminer@gmail.com



